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The proliferation of Private Military and Securi@ompanies (PMSCSs), i.e. companies that
supply military and security services not only aaélly, but also internationally, has created
a new field of research. Initially, this researoludsed on the questions of the reasons for the
(re)emergence of these companies and how theyrdaliffécom the mercenaries of old
(Cilliers and Mason 1999; Mills and Stremlau 1999y cases which facilitated the growing
academic interest in the industry were the involeemof Sandline International and
Executive Outcomes in the wars in Sierra Leone/famgbla in the early 1990s (Howe 1998;
Francis 1999; Cleaver 2000). Later research tutoethe outsourcing of military support
functions by the United States and the United Kamgdand the issue of state control over
PMSCs (Mandel 2002; Singer 2003; Avant 2005; Lea2066; Kinsey 2006).

Since then research on PMSCs has increasinglydifieer as a growing number of
scholars from different disciplines, theoreticalditions and empirical interests have started
to investigate the industry. Criminological reséaomn the privatization of ‘policing’ at the
national levels has formed one distinct and piangetradition with its questions about the
division been ‘public’ and ‘private’ security angetrole of PMSCs in the commodification of
security (Baker 2004; Loader 1999; Shearing 1992ahkhann 2008). International
Humanitarian and Human Rights Lawyers have adddesseissue of whether and to what
degree PMSCs are subject to international law, \ahdt responsibilities states have with
regards to the regulation of these companies (Cam2006; Gillard 2006).

Also in the discipline of International Relatiortsere has been a growing divergence
of research questions, including research on tineave, ethical and regulatory dimensions
of PMSCs (Percy 2007; Chesterman & Lehnardt 20@#jgén 2008); their impact on armed
forces operations and civil-military relations (Aéandra et al. 2008; Uttley 2005; Krahmann
2010); and their involvement in international imemtions in Iraq and Afghanistan
(Berndtsson 2009; Isenberg 2008; Spearin 2008.rtirrored by a multitude of theoretical
approaches to the study of PMSCs such as the aoaetistr of risk by private companies
(Carmola 2010; Krahmann 2011; Leander 2005); thie mf PMSCs in Neoliberal



governmentality and ‘assemblages’ of global govecea(Abrahamsen & Williams 2010;
Leander & van Munster 2007); the principal-agematrenships between states and PMSCs
(Cockayne 2007; Leander 2010); and the impact ®@fgndered and corporate (self-)images
of PMSCs on their behaviour and public perceptitma¢him & Schneiker 2010).

Whilst the above attests to the strength and vityraf contemporary PMSC research,
it has also impeded the identification of potensghergies and the creation of common
research programmes. The objective of this worksko help address this problem by
examining in how far scholars from various theaadti persuasions and empirical
concentrations converge around the idea that thergance of PMSCs is part of a
transformation in security governance, broadlymdi and how they explain or understand
that transformation. To do so, the workshop will steuctured around four distinct, but
interconnected themes that relate to different dsrens of security governance and its

conceptualization:

1) Theoretical Perspectiveson PM SCs and Security Gover nance

The first part of the workshop examines differdrgdretical perspectives to the analysis of

PMSCs that overlap with the concept of securityegnance and discusses the possible

synergies between these approaches with regaals tanderstanding of the transformations

involved in the growing role of PMSCs in global dodal security governance. Presentations

on this theme might include:

« Theoretical approaches to the analysis of secgatiernance.

» Institutionalist and rationalist approaches todhalysis of PMSCs in global governance.

« Constructivist approaches drawing on the analysis discourses, practices,
governmentality, assemblages, fields and technedoigi assess governance.

« Political theory approaches that examine the nadwmafoundations of security

governance such as Just War Theory and idea obaigpsocial responsibility.

2) Definitionsand their Consequences

The second part of the workshop focuses on thetignesf how particular definitions shape

public and academic perceptions with regards tahi@amge and/or stability of existing modes

of security governance. Possible contribution$i® theme will investigate:

* The definitions of PMSCs in national and internasiblaws and how these hide or
illustrate changes in the practices of securitysgnance.



* The (re-)definition of ‘inherently governmental’ ¢state’ functions with regards to
security governance and its consequences.
* How PMSCs attempt to shape their public image bgfiaing themselves and their roles

in security governance and its broader implications

3) Empirical Research

The third part of the workshop investigates emplricase studies and discusses the

commonalities and differences that characterizeugeeand operations of PMSCs in distinct

geographical and functional dimensions of secugdyernance. Papers in this section might

range from:

* The use of PMSCs in local, national and global sgcgovernance.

 The place of PMSCs in hybrid or networked modesgo¥ernance that involve a
multiplicity of state and non-state actors.

* The operation of PMSCs in different sectors of sigigovernance, such as military and
humanitarian interventions, security sector refamd anti-piracy operations

* The consequence of these forms of PMSCs involvement

4) |ssues, Gapsand New Developments

The fourth part analyses what issues have beeprimary concern with regards to PMSCs

as a new mode or actor of security governance dnchvhave so far been under-researched.

This part is specifically open to new scholars drstiplines which have yet to publish their

research or make an impact on the field. Possiniributions in this part might relate to the

guestions of:

* How PMSCs perpetuate and/or undermine specificgndered forms security
governance such as represented by the professioitiEdry and the division between
‘humanitarians/civilians’ and ‘soldiers’.

* What impact the intra-organizational governancecstres of PMSCs and their clients

have on their collaboration.

5) Synergiesand Future Research
In conclusion, the workshop discusses collectitbly divergences and synergies that have
emerged from the preceding sections. It establipbssible directions for future research that

integrates, builds and expands on the conceptooiribg governance with regards to the roles



of private and business actors. In addition, theckaling section identifies how this research
might be taken forward through collaborative reskarojects and joint publications such as
a special issue on PMSCs and security governance peer reviewed journal such as
Security Dialogue

Funding:

The workshop organisers are planning to apply foragor ESRC / Danish Research Council
research grant to support a three-year projectMarKets in the Making of Multilateral
Interventions (3MI)’ of which this workshop will bgart of the outreach and dissemination
strategy. Additional funding will be sought frometiBritish Academy and the Tuborg
Foundation.
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