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Title of workshop:  
Exploring the Dark Side. Theorising resistances and opposition to gender+ equality 
in comparative perspective 
Workshop directors: Mieke Verloo, Radboud University and David Paternotte, 
Université Libre de Bruxelles 
m.verloo@fm.ru.nl - David.Paternotte@ulb.ac.be 
 
 
Outline of topic 
 
While resistances to feminist and sexual politics and to gender+ and sexual+ equality 
are not new at all, they have become more visible and have partly transformed in 
recent years, certainly in Europe. They can now be found at national and 
international level, and involve different kinds of actors and mechanisms. This new 
situation is characterised by a double phenomenon: we see an increasing 
polarization in politics and an increased politicisation of gender and sexuality politics, 
leading to changing faces of opposition and to changing alliances of oppositional 
actors.  
 
This new landscape of gender and sexual politics has started to profoundly impact 
academic research. Resistances and oppositions were indeed for a very long time an 
under-investigated area in the European literature on gender and politics. Often 
influenced by modernisation theories, scholars at least implicitly assumed that 
oppositions would simply disappear, and did therefore not deserve thorough 
academic investigation. They also regarded their limited impact on policy making as 
further evidence of their irrelevance. Unlike in the United States, where the strength 
of the Christian Right has inspired a wide scholarship (Fetner 2008; Stone 2012), the 
oppositions and resistances to gender and sexual equality were largely understudied 
in Europe and left to scholars working on Central and Eastern Europe or the Global 
South.  
 
Recent events operated as an eye opener for the European academic community, 
and it has led to a burgeoning of mostly empirical research, which has started to fill 
this major gap in the literature (e.g. Bracke & Paternotte forthcoming; Broqua & 
Fillieule forthcoming; Hark & Villa 2015; Kovats & Pooim 2015; Krook 2015; Kuhar 
2015; Kuhar & Paternotte forthcoming; Lombardo & Mergaert 2013; Paternotte, van 
der Dussen & Piette 2016, Verloo forthcoming). However, while these studies 
document and analyse such resistances and opposition, there is still a strong lack of 
more conceptual and theoretical contributions. It is both urgent and promising to 
give serious attention to this issue, and to encourage new contributions to this field. 
A Joint Sessions workshop is the perfect format for this. This innovative workshop 
will select and bring together the best scholars working on this to make further 
progress. 
 
This workshop calls on the growing group of scholars involved in empirical and 
comparative analyses of (gender+) equality policy issues in Europe and globally. Its 
major ambition is to shed light on the role of resistances and opposition in the 
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dynamics, determinants and impacts of gender and sexual politics. By ‘opposition’, 
we mean the direct and more intentional dynamics against equality, while 
‘resistance’ refers to the politics of neglect, ignoring or non-action. We would like to 
address the following questions: Which concepts should we use to label these 
phenomena? Are resistances the same as oppositions and how are they articulated 
(if they are)? What is the respective role of structure and agency? When, where and 
why do we find resistances? To what extent are there movement-countermovement 
dynamics? How do they travel? Why do they take a particular content and form in 
certain places and times? What are the theories that can explain the emergence of 
resistances and their positive or negative impact?  
 
One should bear in mind that the different forms of resistances and oppositions are 
not alike and may contradict each other. They may involve different types of actors, 
who are not necessarily connected, such as social movements and civil society 
actors, political parties, states, bureaucrats, religious bodies and international 
organisations. They may happen at different stages in the policy process and occur in 
different arenas: discourse production, mobilisation and civil society organising, 
shadow politics or changes in institutional and material arrangements. In brief, there 
is definitely not one standard type of resistance and these should be systematically 
unpacked and compared. Indeed, while recent empirical studies have started to 
document these phenomena, it is now time for comparative and theoretical work. 
These forms of resistances and oppositions should be compared to each other and 
we should contrast what happens in Europe with the rest of the world. This should 
allow us to make progress in the definition of what is meant by notions like 
resistance and opposition, by the determination of its components and by the 
resulting understanding of their dynamics and consequences.  
 
Finally, this topic raises issues crucial in comparative politics, nationalism studies, 
policy analysis, citizenship studies, social movements and political sociology, religion 
and politics, research on conservatism, far rights and right wing populisms, 
postcolonialisms or international relations. For this reason, it offers a unique 
opportunity to bring together young and established scholars from different 
subfields of the discipline while attracting scholars from just outside the gender and 
politics or the gender and sexuality communities.  
 
In sum, this workshop intends to push the scholarship forward to make progress in 
the conceptualisation and theorisation of resistances, and in comparative analysis of 
opposition and resistances, and through this on pushing forward the understanding 
of the political dynamics of equality politics.  
 
Type of papers required 
 
We welcome three types of papers addressing the main theme of the workshop, that 
is the role of opposition and resistances in the dynamics and impacts of gender+ 
equality politics.  
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The first type is cross-comparative studies describing and analysing the role of 
opposition and resistances in the dynamics and impacts of gender+ equality politics. 
Important questions are about actors and resources (who is opposing and finding 
resources to do so?), and about the discursive dynamics of opposition (who sets the 
frame of the debates?). Which configurations are related to success or failure and 
how? What is the role of activism and social movements? What are favourable and 
unfavourable political opportunity structures? Is there diffusion? Do institutions 
have a specific role in opposition and resistances gender equality policy process? 
Comparative papers, comparing different types of opposition, different objects of 
opposition, different oppositional actors, differences over time or different contexts 
are strongly encouraged.  
 
Second, we expect to include theoretical papers, linking gender+ equality politics to 
specific political science theory such as different perspectives on democracy 
(substantial and symbolic representation), (de)democratisation, the role of religion 
in politics, revolution theories, or to broader social theory.  
 
Third, papers can also focus on the role of methods and methodologies in detecting 
and measuring opposition, resistances and their impact. All papers should ideally 
reflect upon the strengths and weaknesses of theories to explain resistances and 
opposition to gender+ equality. 
 
Biographical notes 
 
Mieke Verloo is Professor of Comparative Politics and Inequality Issues at Radboud 
University in the Netherlands, and Non-Residential Permanent Fellow at the IWM, 
Institute for Human Sciences in Vienna. She is the winner of the 2015 ECPG Gender 
and Politics Career Achievement Award. She was scientific director of large research 
projects on gender equality policymaking in Europe (see www.mageeq.net and 
www.quing.eu). Her research is on feminist politics, gender equality policies, 
intersectionality and on opposition to gender+ equality in Europe. She is (co)editor 
of Multiple meanings of gender equality. A Critical Frame Analysis of Gender Policies 
in Europe (2007) and The Discursive Politics of Gender Equality. Stretching, Bending 
and Policymaking. (2009). She published in journals such as Social Politics, Signs, 
European Journal of Women’s Studies, Journal of European Social Policy, Policy and 
Politics, the Journal of Gender Studies, Feminist Review.  
 
David Paternotte is Lecturer in Sociology at the Université libre de Bruxelles. He has 
recently started a project on new forms of opposition to gender, feminist claims and 
LGBTQI rights, with a focus on the Catholic Church. In addition to articles in journals 
like the Canadian Journal of Political Science, Social Politics, Sexualities, or Social 
Movement Studies, he is the author of Revendiquer le “mariage gay”. Belgique, 
France, Espagne (2011) and the coeditor of several volumes, including The Lesbian 
and Gay Movement and the State: Comparative Insights into A Transformed 
Relationship (2011), LGBT Activism and the Making of Europe: A Rainbow Europe? 
(2014), and the Ashgate Research Companion to Lesbian and Gay Activism (2015). 
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